Improve your After Effects Efficiency

1) Work Bar
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Only work between these bars will be previewed using the RAM preview. Press [b] to set a beginning, [n] to set an end to your work area. You can also choose only to render work within this region, which is very helpful for previewing your work.

2) Markers
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An invaluable way to track exact moments within your timeline. Press [numeric keypad asterisk] to add a marker on the fly. If click & drag the shield icon shown above to drop markers on your timeline, they'll be numbered. If you don't rename these markers, you'll be able to use your [home-row keypad numeric keys] to navigate between them. Double-click on your markers to change their properties.

3) The Non-Destructive Way to Replace Assets within the Timeline

To replace an asset on the fly, hold [Alt], click & drag the new asset from the project window, then drop it on the old asset upon the timeline.

4) Navigating the Timeline

Hold [Alt], position your mouse over the timeline, and scroll your [middle mouse button]. Your view will zoom in to wherever your mouse is located (or pan back from this region).

Hold [Shift], position your mouse over the timeline, and scroll your [middle mouse button]. You will scroll through your timeline.

These are effective alternatives to the Time Navigator, which is located just above the work-area bar in your timeline window.

5) Aligning & Distribution

Window/ Align Panel. Press [Shift] and select the assets or layers you wish to distribute, then use the appropriate alignment button in the alignment panel.

6) Select Layers

Each layer within the timeline is numbered. Press the appropriate number upon the numeric keypad to quickly select each relevant layer. To select a layer with multiple digits, just be sure to type it quickly.

Press [Cntrl] and [up arrow] or [down arrow] to select a layer above or below the active layer.

7) Cropping and Repositioning within the Timeline

Press (Alt) and ( [ ) to set an in-point.

Press (Alt) and ( ] ) to set an out-point.

Once you've cropped a layer, you can use [Alt] + [home] to move the first frame of this cropped layer to the beginning of your timeline. [Alt] + [end] does the opposite.

Once you've cropped a layer, you can use ( [ ) to move the beginning of your layer to the current location of the time-marker. Use the ( ] ) key to move the end of your layer to this location.

Press [ i ] to jump the time-marker to the beginning of your currently selected layer.

Press [ o ] to jump the time-marker to the end of your currently selected layer.

Press [page down] to advance one frame, hold [shift] and press [page down] to advance 10. Substitute [page up] to navigate in the opposite direction.

