Introduction to After Effects: List of Essential Shortcuts to Supplement Your Notes.

Getting Started:

· To create a new composition- There are many ways to do this, easiest is to use the menu Compositon/ New Composition or the Comp button in your library panel.

· To edit composition settings- [Control] + K or Composition/ Composition Settings.

· To add an actor to the centre of the stage from your library- Select the asset in your library, then press [Control] + [/].

· If you somehow destroy your interface, remember to use the [standard] and [reset standard] workspace settings available at the top right-hand side of your screen.

Viewing Your Work:

· To preview your work- [spacebar] to start & stop.

· Ram preview- keypad 0.

· To render your work- Compositon/ Add to Render Que.

· To maximise panels- [~].

Navigating the Timeline:

· Jump to the first frame of your composition- [Home]

· Jump to the last frame of your composition- [End]

· Advance one frame- [Page Down]

· Advance 10 frames- [Page Down] + [Shift]

· Backtrack one frame- [Page Up]

· Backtrack 10 frames- [Page Up] + [Shift]

Animating:

· To move your anchor point- with the move tool selected (press V to activate move tool), press and hold Y, then click and drag on the stage.

· To quickly show all of your keyframes- U. Press U again to quickly hide them.

· To show all layer properties that have changed from default settings- Rapidly press U twice.

· To jump to your next visible keyframe- K.

· To jump to the previous visible keyframe- J.

Editing Your Layers:

· To slice a layer- Select layer in timeline, then press [Control] + [Shift] + D.

· To duplicate a layer- Select relevant layer and press [Control] + D.

Precomposing:

· This advanced technique involves 'nesting' a number of layers so that you can edit them all with one single layer. Think of a dancing actor that you've animated- rather than move every individual limb as this actor moves across the stage, you can precompose these layers and control movement from one master layer. To precompose layers, select all layers that you wish to use, then select Layer/ Precompose or press [Control] + [Shift] + C.

General Tip:

In most cases, the composition that you create should match the resolution of the footage/ assets that you'll be using. Its' better to shrink your movie when its' time to export your clip. 

